NEW HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Good News

Winter Issue/2011

9825 Gore Church Road, Logan,
Ohio 43138
Directions: 93 North to Gore Church Rd.

) Recently, | read an article by Leonard Sweet in which he asks
ﬂ S 0 r 5 how many of our New Year’s resolutions are still in effect. He
M was writing about ten days into the month, so after this amount

of time, the answer is probably that they are almost all broken.
by Pastor David Rohrer

Sweet’s point is that we are pretty good at making resolutions,
but we come up short in the area of resolve. That is, we don’t
have much in the way of follow-through.

Part of the problem is that most of our resolutions really amount
to self-improvement projects aimed at getting more exercise, eating a healthier diet, or otherwise showing
some self-discipline and taking control of our lives. We want to make changes that will help us, improve us,
and bring us good feelings about ourselves.

What if we gave up trying to make ourselves feel good (we could do that for Lent, couldn’t we?) and instead
resolved that in 2011 we would all live lives that make God feel good? That would recognize the obvious
point that it is God who is really in control of our lives. If we are going to do that, there are four areas that we
need to focus on:

First: Truth. The Christian should not only know right from wrong but live in the truth because God is the
author of all truth, and this requires the Christian to live a life that reflects God to the world through the
imitation of Jesus Christ. The best guide to this life is found in the Bible and the plans God has for us that are
revealed in the Scriptures.

Second: Grace. We need to understand the difference between cheap grace and costly grace. Cheap grace
means that we take the attitude that once our sins are forgiven, grace has done all it needs to do in our lives.
As Dietrich Bonhoeffer says, “cheap grace is grace without discipleship.” Costly grace is grace that leads us
on to discipleship, that is, a life of service to others and spreading the Word to them.

Third: Love. Christ’s love is perfect, unconditional love. We are to strive toward that, even though we
recognize that we will not achieve it in this life. This type of love is the exact opposite of self-centeredness.
Instead, it is focused outward on God and neighbor.

Fourth: Servanthood. Jesus asks us to be “good and faithful servants,” not just of him, but of each other.
This is a challenge in our society, which encourages us to value ourselves above others. Jesus, however,
expects that we will put others ahead of ourselves.

If you will examine these four areas closely, you will see that they are all interrelated. Taken together, they
provide a way for us to live under God’s control in the coming year. By the way, don’t forget about losing
weight or your exercise program, they are worthy goals. But set your sights higher, and resolve to live for God
in addition to those other resolutions.
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What is Chrysalis?™/ .

"Chrysalis" is the name chosen for the youth version of The Walk to Emmaus, its parent movement, because
it symbolizes the spiritual growth that is essential between adolescence and adulthood. That growth is as
crucial for youth as the cocoon is for the caterpillar. It is that precious time of nurturing a person's faith for
discipleship.

Chrysalis "Flights" (for 10th through 12th graders) are three-day events. This three-day spiritual renewal
time provides an opportunity for you to learn more about faith, to experience Christian love and support,
and to make new faith commitments. The point is to inspire, challenge and equip you for a closer friendship
with Christ and for Christian action at home, church, school, and community.

Chrysalis lifts up a way for you to enjoy Christ's friendship and love and to be Christ's friend and partner in
the world. The three days focus on God's grace, your experience with Christ as friend, what it means to be
the body of Christ, and giving love to a needy world.

Chrysalis is open to young people of any Christian denomination. The ages
include upper high school students (ages 15-18 and completed 9th grade)
We invite you to join in a flight or journey, an exciting three days of experi-
encing God's love in a fresh new way. Spread your wings. It's a new day!

If you have any questions,
Members of the Chrysalis Board
would be happy to talk with you or
send you further information.

We are reaching out to you to ask for your help with the Chrysalis Flight
coming up in February. The Boy's Chrysalis Flight will be over President’s
Day Holiday Weekend (February 19-21).

Call Lynda Fink, Lay Director at
740-394-2939 / Lynda@hapcap.org
or Betty Clark, Board Chair
at 740-664-5040 /
bwclark@nelsonvilletv.com

Additional information is available at the Southern Ohio Emmaus Website:
www.southernohioemmaus.com



http://us.mc338.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Lynda@hapcap.org
http://us.mc338.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bwclark@nelsonvilletv.com
http://www.southernohioemmaus.com/documents/chrysalis.html

New Hope’s Communications
Committee Welcomes Youl!

Would you like to join the New Hope
Communications Committee?

Our mission is to effectively use the many forms of commu- y
nications available to spread the word and make the worship  "Then the Lord answered me and said:
services, ministries and programs of New Hope United . s : .

Methodist Church available and welcoming to all people. We Write the vision; make It plain O_n tablets,
are a new committee with much to do in the areas of web so that a runner may read it."
content, brochures, news articles, advertisements, bulletin (Habakkuk 2:2)
boards, newsletters, fliers, emailing and photography for

New Hope.

Join Us: Our group meets the third Tuesday of every month
at 7:30 pm. All are welcome to attend our meetings and con-
tribute their ideas and abilities to our mission.

Committee Members

If you have questions, comments, ideas,

contributions or would like to join us for coffee at our next
meeting, please contact us:

Andy Ellinger - andy@newhopelogan.org
Greg Rush — greg@newhopelogan.org
Cheri Bauman — cheri.bauman@gmail.com

Make a Friend, Be a Friend, % it
Bring a Friend to Church OmSC ) rriend

Sunday School: 9:15am
Church Service: 10:30 am

Church (740) 394-2705
www.newhopelogan.org

Wednesday Evenings @ 7:30 pm www.facebook.com/newhopeloganUMC
This weekly study of the Bible aims not only to
increase one’s spiritual knowledge, but through We would love to include your contributions so please
. - - . . submit any comments, articles or photos if you would
I dISCUS_SIf)nS of life applications t_O r_]urture I like to have them included in the newsletter.
Christians to become better disciples. Email: andy@newhopelogan.org

ALL ARE WELCOME! I (or just hand it to Andy Ellinger at church)
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